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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 12580 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAGR 

SUBJECT: FRUSTRATED WHEAT AND COTTON 

REF: BANGKOK 12228 

THE AMBASSADOR RAISED WITH PRIME MINISTER KHUKRIT TODAY 
THE QUESTION OF THE SALE IN THAILAND OF WHEAT AND COTTON SHIP- 
MENTS PREVIOUSLY CONSIGNED TO VIETNAM. HE POINTED OUT THAT 
THIS PRODUCE HAD BEEN BOUGHT BY THAI FIRMS BUT THAT CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE WAS URGENTLY REQUIRED IN ORDER TO AVOID SPOILAGE OF 
THE WHEAT. HE SAID HE UNDERSTOOD THAT THIS MATTER WAS IN THE 
PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE AND THAT A DIRECTIVE WAS REQUIRED TO 
THE CUSTOMS IN ORDER TO EFFECT CLEARANCE. THE PRIME MINISTER 
SAID HE HAD NOT HEARD OF THIS HATTER BUT WOULD TAKE ACTION 
ON IT. 
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